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Evolution
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Endoskeleton
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Lascaux
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AaYtnbcE8UM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AaYtnbcE8UM


Injuries

Head

Spinal

Limb

Internal Organs (blunt >70)
Solid organ > hollow viscera

Multi-organ > single



High Velocity



High velocity
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Head Injury 
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SPINAL CORD INJURY
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Figure 1. TSCIs due to road collisions

 as a percentage of total  TSCIs 
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DEGLOVING/TRAUMATIC AMPUTATIONS
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Second victims
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WHAT CAN BE DONE?



TRAUMA SYSTEMS



• 27 Receiving Trauma Hospitals

• 2 Adult Neurosurgical centres (Beaumont, 
Cork University Hospital)

• Pelvic Acetabular Centre (Tallaght)

• Spinal Centre (Mater)

• Burns Centre (St. James’s)

• Cardiothoracic centres

• Plastic centres

• Maxillofacial centres

• Rehab Centre (NRH, Dún Laoghaire



– injury prevention

– pre-hospital care

– acute care facilities

– post-hospital care
– performance measurement through registry/audit

Improving the journey from roadside to recovery

Trauma System

Fundamental Components 





Prof Keith Willett

Prof Chris Moran



Mechanism of Injury



An organized Trauma System links the necessary 
resources to maximize patient recovery



PREVENTION IS BETTER THAN CURE
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Education



Personal responsibility
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Equipment
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