
Frequently Asked Questions on Braking Laws for Light Trailers  

What is classed as a Light Trailer? A trailer with a Design Gross Vehicle Weight (DGVW) of no more than 3,500kg. The DGVW is the weight of a vehicle or trailer, including 

the max load it can carry, in accordance with the manufacturer’s design specifications. To find your trailer’s weight please refer to its plate or contact the manufacturer.  

What is a Breakaway (runaway) Brake? This is a braking device that can automatically stop the trailer if it becomes detached from the towing vehicle while in motion.  

What is a Service Brake? A service brake – or running brake – is a vehicle’s main braking system which is used during normal driving. 

What is a Parking Brake? A parking brake – or hand brake – is a mechanical braking system that is used to stop the vehicle from rolling when parked. 

Does my trailer need brakes? This depends on the weight of your trailer. The type of brakes required depends on the age/speed. Please refer to the following diagram: 

*Can a secondary coupling be fitted instead of a Breakaway Brake? If your trailer’s DGVW is 1,500kg or less, was manufactured before 1 January 2016 and cannot be 

drawn at speeds over 40km/hr (by design) then yes, a secondary coupling (e.g. a wire rope or chain) can be fitted instead of a Breakaway Brake. Otherwise, the trailer must 

be fitted with a Breakaway Brake which automatically stops the trailer if it becomes detached while in motion. For more info please refer to our light trailer booklet.      

What weight is 
your trailer?

750kg or less (O1)

Is the DGVW of the 
trailer more than half 

the weight of the 
towing vehicle?

No No brakes needed

Yes
Needs a Service Brake                      

Parking Brake & Breakaway 
Brake* 

More than 750kg but 
not more than 
3,500kg (O2) 

When was your trailer 
built?

before 1 
June 2011

Needs a Service Brake                      
Parking Brake & Breakaway Brake* 

after 1 June 
2011

Needs a Service Brake that brakes 
on all wheels which disengage 

automatically when reversed and 
re-engage automatically going 

forward, as well as a Parking Brake 
&  Breakaway Brake*  

I don't know Please contact the original 
manufacturer or alternatively an 

NSAI authorised test centre

More than 3,500kg                         
(03 &04)

This is a heavy trailer, 
please refer to our 

Weights & Dimensions 
Leaflet for information 

on braking

This document is for general information only.  It does not, and is not intended to, provide legal or technical advice or to represent a legal interpretation of the matters that it addresses. 

 

http://rsa.ie/Documents/Road%20Safety/Leaflets/Leaf_booklets/Road%20Safety%20Advice%20for%20Drawing%20Light%20Trailers.pdf
http://www.nsai.ie/Our-Services/Certification/Automotive-Certification/Type-Approval/Approved-Test-Centers.aspx
http://www.rsa.ie/Documents/Vehicle Std Leg/Vehicle regs/Weights and Dimensions Leaflet 13th November 2015.pdf

