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Information for Authorised Testers 
 

Changes to roadworthiness test from 29 October 2010 for buses fitted 

with safety belts  
Brief overview 

 

From 29 October 2010 when a bus, fitted with safety belts, is presented for its 

roadworthiness test the vehicle owner will be required to present documentation 

which confirms that the safety belts fitted to their vehicle meets a minimum standard.   

 

The authorised tester will verify that the bus owner has presented such documentation 

for their vehicle’s safety belt installation.  This procedure is called the safety belts 

verification exercise.  

 

If a bus owner does not present such documentation, their bus will not pass the 

roadworthiness test.   

 

The legal responsibility of a bus owner/driver 

 

It is a key basic road safety requirement that all vehicles on our roads, and all 

components of those vehicles, conform to a minimum standard of construction. 

 

It is the legal responsibility of the owner and driver of a bus to ensure that, when it is 

used in a public place, it is in such a condition that danger will not be caused to any 

person
1
.  

 

The safety belt verification exercise will confirm that the safety belts fitted to a bus 

meets a minimum standard.  

 

However, it will remain the legal responsibility of the owner and driver of a bus to 

ensure the vehicle and its components, including safety belts where fitted, comply 

with the appropriate requirements of Road Traffic legislation.
2.

 

 

All bus operators have been advised of their legal responsibilities, the new 

requirements at the annual roadworthiness test and that their bus will not pass its 

roadworthiness test if it does not satisfy the requirements of the verification exercise.     

 

Ongoing checks on safety belts at the roadworthiness test 
 

The safety belt verification exercise is distinct from the current safety belt check at the 

roadworthiness test which will continue to be undertaken on all vehicles fitted with 

safety belts.   

 

The safety belt check at the roadworthiness test ensures that safety belts are operating 

correctly and free from damage while the verification exercise is a check to ensure 

that a bus has the relevant certification to show its safety belts were installed to a 

minimum standard of construction.   

 

                                                 
1
 S.I. No. 190 of 1963, Road Traffic (Construction, Equipment and Use of Vehicles) Regulations 1963. 

2 S.I. No. 190 of 1963, Road Traffic (Construction, Equipment and Use of Vehicles) Regulations 
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What is your role in the safety belt verification exercise? 
 

From 29
th 

October each authorised tester must ensure that a bus owner presents 

documentation for their vehicle showing that the safety belt installation meets 

minimum standards. 

 

This documentation will consist of:  

 

• an owner declaration form 

• certification for the safety belt installation 

 

The authorised tester must ensure that the owner declaration form and the safety belt 

certification relate to the vehicle presented for testing. 

 

If satisfied that this documentation applies to the vehicle in question, the authorised 

tester will complete the owner declaration form.  The owner declaration form is 

shown in Appendix 1.  

 

A copy of the completed owner declaration form and the safety belt certification will 

be kept on file with the vehicles test report.  The original documentation will be given 

back to the vehicle owner. 

 

The vehicle owner should be advised to retain the completed owner declaration form 

for use at subsequent roadworthiness tests as proof of the vehicle having completed 

the verification exercise. 

 

As a result a bus fitted with safety belts should only undergo the verification exercise 

once.   

 

However if that vehicles safety belts are subsequently modified in such a way that 

would render the original certification for the safety belt installation invalid then the 

vehicle must get certification for any changes made to the safety belt installation and 

complete another verification exercise. 

 

It will be the sole responsibility of the bus owner to ensure they have the correct and 

current certification for their vehicles safety belt installation.   

 

For your information Appendix 2 gives a brief description of where the certification 

can be obtained by a bus owner and Appendix 3 provides visual examples of the 

different types of certification that a bus owner may present at their roadworthiness 

test. 

 

The RSA have also set up a dedicated Vehicle Standards safety belt verification 

helpline at 096 25043 to assist bus owners and vehicle testers who have any queries 

on the subject.    
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Step by step instructions of how to carry out safety belt verification exercise  
 

1. Determine if a bus is fitted with safety belts.  If the vehicle is not fitted with 

safety belts then roadworthiness test can take place as normal. 
 

2. If the bus is fitted with safety belts you must request a completed owner 

declaration form (please see Appendix 1 below).  Safety belt certification will 

accompany the owner declaration form (please see Appendix 3 for examples 

of certification).   
 

If the vehicle owner does not have an owner declaration form and safety 

belt certification the vehicle will fail its roadworthiness test and this must 

be recorded on the vehicles test report (it is planned to have a new reason 

for failure for this item). 
 

3. You must ensure that the owner declaration form and safety belt certification 

relates to the bus undergoing the roadworthiness test.  This can be done by 

checking for the correct Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) and/or 

registration number on both the owner declaration form and the safety belt 

certification documents.  
 

If you are unable to determine that these documents relate to the vehicle 

presented for testing or there is evidence of them relating to a different 

vehicle then the vehicle will fail its roadworthiness test and this must be 

recorded.   
 

4. If the owner declaration and safety belt certification are valid for the vehicle 

presented for testing you will then verify that the vehicle possess 

documentation for its safety belt installation and it has been presented as part 

of its roadworthiness test. 
 

This will be done by completing Part B of the owner declaration form 

(please see Appendix 1 below). 
 

Please note:  It is the vehicle owner’s responsibility to ensure that the 

safety belt certification fulfills the necessary requirements of the safety 

belt verification exercise.  
 

5. A copy must be taken of the completed owner declaration form and the safety 

belt certification.  The original completed owner declaration form and the 

safety belt certification will be returned to the vehicle owner. 
 

These copies will be kept on file with the vehicles test report. 
 

6. If a vehicle has had the verification exercise carried out at a previous 

roadworthiness test the vehicle owner will only need to produce a completed 

owner declaration form at subsequent roadworthiness tests of that vehicle. 
 

If the certification for the safety belts remains valid (i.e. no modifications have 

taken place to the safety belt installation) no other documentation will be 

required for the vehicle’s safety belts.  You should however retain on file, with 

the vehicles test report, a copy of any owner declaration form. 
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Summary of safety belt verification exercise 

 

 

• Check if bus is fitted with safety belts – if not continue 

roadworthiness test as usual. 

 

• If the bus is fitted with safety belts the owner should present a 

completed owner declaration form and supply safety belt 

certification for that vehicle. 

 

• Check seat belt certification is for that bus and is valid.  If not 

the bus will fail its test. 

 

• If certification is okay, complete & stamp owner declaration 

form and take a copy of completed declaration form and seat 

belt certification. 

 

• Return original documentation to owner and retain the 

documentation copies on file with bus test results.  
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 Appendix 1 – Owner declaration form 
 

Safety Belts on Buses - Owner declaration 
(This is an important document – please retain for future use) 

Part A - To be completed by the Vehicle Owner 

Bus owners must present this declaration to the authorised tester. You must confirm the type of certification 

accompanying the vehicle (tick box 1 – 4 below as appropriate) and attach such certification to this document.   

By making this declaration you will also be stating that, to the best of your knowledge, the seat and safety belt 

installations of the vehicle have not been modified in any way since the attached certification was issued. 

 

Upon successful completion of the verification exercise* the authorised tester will stamp the original owner 

declaration, as completed by you, and return it to you. You should retain the original stamped declaration as 

proof that your bus has passed the verification exercise. You will require this proof from October 2011 in order to 

provide services for the organised transport of children.  You will also require this proof at your next 

roadworthiness test. 

 

*Important Note: 

The verification exercise at the roadworthiness test confirms only that the appropriate certification (which 

demonstrates that the safety belt installation meets a minimum standard) has been presented to the authorised 

tester.  It is not, and should not be regarded as, a confirmation of anything else and it remains each bus owner’s 

legal responsibility to ensure the vehicle and its components, including safety belts where fitted, comply with the 

appropriate requirements of Road Traffic legislation.
3.

  

 

To be signed by vehicle owner: 

 

I hereby declare that the attached: 
 

– type approval certificate/certificate of conformity  
 

 

– certification from the vehicle manufacturer
4
 confirming that the safety belts and their fitment 

meet either EC type approval standards or UK national standards 
 

 

– certification from a competent person that the safety belts and their fitment have been 

inspected and been passed for the school transport scheme (equivalent to UK visual inspection 

standard) 

 

 

– certification from a competent person or vehicle manufacturer
Error! Bookmark not defined.

 confirming 

that the safety belt installation conforms with the standards set out in the CE&U Regulations  
 

 

is valid for the vehicle, with vehicle identification number (VIN) _________________________ and registration 

number ____________________, and the seat and safety belt installations of this vehicle have not been modified 

in such a way that would render the attached certification invalid. 
 

Signed (Vehicle Owner or Authorised Representative of a Company) __________________________    

Date ___________________ 

==================================================================== 
 

Part B - To be completed by the Authorised Tester 

This declaration and accompanying certification has been checked as part of the roadworthiness inspection of 

the above vehicle.   I am satisfied that: 

• the Owner Declaration is completed and signed  

• the appropriate certification for the safety belt installation is attached, and  

• that the Owner Declaration and the attached certification are valid for the vehicle 

presented. 
 

A copy of this declaration and attached certification has                                               

been retained on file in this Test Centre.  [The original  

stamped declaration must be given to the vehicle owner.] 

 

                                                 
3 S.I. No. 190 of 1963, Road Traffic (Construction, Equipment and Use of Vehicles) Regulations 
4 Vehicle manufacturer can also mean a vehicle body builder or safety belt installer engaged in the installation of safety belts to 
EC type approval or UK national standards. 

AAuutthhoorriisseedd  TTeesstt  

CCeennttrree  SSttaammpp  
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Signed (Authorised Tester) __________________________________ Date___________________ 
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Appendix 2 – Summary of the different types of certification 

 

1. Type Approval Certificate / Certificate of Conformity  

 

Buses fitted with safety belts from new may have certification to show they meet the 

requirements of the relevant EC type approval directives. 

 

If a bus has EC type approval, the manufacturer will have provided or be able to 

provide official certification that the safety belts were installed to the requirements of 

Directives 2005/39/EC on seats, their anchorages and head restraints, 2005/40/EC on 

safety belts and restraint systems and 2005/41/EC on safety belt anchorages. 

 

Bus owners who bought their vehicles with safety belts fitted and who do not already 

have appropriate certification can contact the main dealer who supplied the vehicle or 

the homologation department of their vehicle manufacturer or body builder.   

 

The vehicle manufacturer’s homologation department ensures that a vehicle meets 

with the all applicable standards and regulations.  The homologation department also 

maintains on file the details of each vehicle manufactured and can provide, on request 

from the vehicle owner, information as to the standards and regulations pertaining to a 

vehicle at the time of its manufacture.       

 

If a vehicles safety belt installation has type approval then the main dealer or 

homologation department will be able to provide written confirmation of this.   

 

This confirmation should include the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) and / or 

Body Number of the vehicle and the type approval reference number.  

 

 

2. Certificate from the manufacturer of compliance with EC Type Approval or 

UK National standards 

 

Buses which do not have full EC type approval and are fitted with safety belts may be 

able to get confirmation from the company who carried out the installation (i.e. 

vehicle manufacturer, body builder or safety belt installer) that the safety belt 

installation complies with the EC type approval standard.    

 

As buses imported from the UK may be approved to the UK national standard rather 

than the EC standard, it is proposed that approval to the UK national standard would 

also be acceptable. 

 

Bus owners who bought their vehicles with safety belts fitted and who do not already 

have the appropriate certification should contact the company who installed the safety 

belts to see if this form of certification is available for their vehicle.   

 

Any certification issued should confirm the standard to which the safety belts were 

fitted, the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) and / or Body Number of the vehicle. 
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3. Certificate from a competent person that the safety belts have been inspected 

and passed under the school transport scheme 
 

Since 2007, it has been a requirement of the School Transport Scheme that buses 

participating in this scheme be visually inspected to verify that the safety belts and 

their fitment meet the UK Public Service Vehicle visual inspection standard.   

 

This was organised by the Department of Education and Science and Bus Eireann. 

 

Bus owners, whose vehicles successfully completed the School Transport Scheme’s 

visual inspection, can use the certificates received as conformation of this for the 

safety belt verification exercise. 

 

Bus Eireann does not retain on file a copy of the School Transport Scheme visual 

inspection certificate issued to bus owners.  Therefore, if a bus owner is no longer in 

possession of this certificate they should contact the company who carried out the 

safety belt inspection for a new certificate. 

 

 

4. Certification from a competent person (Suitably Qualified Individual / 

Company or Approved Test Centre) confirming that the safety belt 

installation conforms with CE&U standards 

 
If a bus owner is unable get certification in categories 1 – 3 above they can employ 

the services of a competent person to inspect their vehicle and certify that the vehicle 

meets the requirements of CE&U Regulations. 

 

It is the responsibility of the bus owner to ensure the individual or company employed 

to certify a safety belt installation is competent to do so (please see the RSA 

Information Note – New Requirements Regarding Safety Belts on Buses at 

www.rsa.ie for more information on the requirements of a competent person). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

10 

 Safety belt verification helpline 096 25043 

 

Appendix 3 – Examples of safety belt certification 
 

 

 
 

Sample Certification for a Safety Belt Installation  

 

Type Approval Certificate/Certificate of Conformity
5
 

                                                 
5
Please note: the Type Approval Certificate Numbers for the EU Directives relating Seat Strength, 

Safety Belts and Safety Belt Anchorages are outlined in this example.  It is the vehicle owners 

responsibility to ensure that the Type Approval Certificate/Certificate of Conformity shows evidence of 

these and/or are valid for their vehicle. 
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Sample Certification for a Safety Belt Installation 

  

Letter from Manufacturer indicating safety belts fitted to Type Approval or UK 

PSV Standards 
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Sample Certification for a Safety Belt Installation 

  

Letter from Manufacturer indicating safety belts fitted to Type Approval or UK 

PSV Standards 
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Sample Certification for a Safety Belt Installation 

  

Letter from Manufacturer indicating safety belts fitted to Type Approval or UK 

PSV Standards 
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Sample Certification for a Safety Belt Installation 

  

Letter from Manufacturer indicating safety belts fitted to Type Approval or UK 

PSV Standards 
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Sample Certification for a Safety Belt Installation  

 

Letter from Manufacturer indicating safety belts fitted to Type Approval or UK 

PSV Standards 
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Sample Certification for a Safety Belt Installation 

 

Letter from Manufacturer indicating safety belts fitted to Type Approval or UK 

PSV Standards 
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Sample Certification for a Safety Belt Installation  

 

School Transport Scheme Certification 
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Sample Certification for a Safety Belt Installation  

 

School Transport Scheme Certification 
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Sample Certification for a Safety Belt Installation 

 

Construction, Equipment and Use Certification of Safety Belt Installations  

(Page 1) 
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Sample Certification for a Safety Belt Installation 

 

Construction, Equipment and Use Certification of Safety Belt Installations  

(Page 2) 

 

 

 


