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Regulation of Driving Instruction - 30 

April 2009 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

Q. Will the Approved Driving Instructor Regulations  come into force on 30 

April 2009? 

 

A. Yes, the regulations covering the giving of driving instruction in Ireland have 

been signed into law and will come into effect on 30 April 2009. The regulations 

cover the standard of instruction, the examinations to be passed as well as 

penalties for breaches of the law. 

 

 

Q. I have not completed all of the examination stag es yet, what is the 

position for me? 

 

A. As long as you have at least passed Stage 1 (theory test) you will have a 

period of 90 days during which you will be exempt from prosecution under these 

regulations.  This exemption will expire on 31 July 2009. The reason for giving 

the exemption, in the regulations is that in the current economic climate it would 

not be acceptable to effectively put this group, who have paid fees and passed 

one Stage of the process out of work.  
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Q. How can this exemption be justified? 

 

A. The extent of the current economic downturn could not have been foreseen 

in December - the huge increase in unemployment in the last four months 

makes it necessary to take every reasonable step not to add to the numbers out 

of work. However, the RSA will not include this group of people among the list 

of ‘full permit’ ADI’s on our website. The RSA will continue and ramp up its 

promotion campaign which will direct learner drivers to fully qualified ADI’s. 

 

 

Q. What steps has the RSA taken to promote ADI and raise public 

awareness? 

 

A. We are targeting those most likely to need driving instruction, each theory 

test candidate is given a leaflet advising of ADI, posters have been distributed 

to Motor Taxation Offices, Theory Test and Driving Test centres. An ADI advert 

is placed in the RSA’s ‘Preparing for Your Driving Test’ booklet which is sent to 

every person who applies for a driving test. An advert is also being placed in the 

forthcoming edition of the Driver Theory Test book. The RSA is also about to 

embark on an awareness raising campaign.  

 

A comprehensive media relations campaign targeting national, local and 

electronic media will be activated. In addition a ‘New Media’ (website) 

advertising campaign is being planned to target the 17 to 24 year old age group. 

Specifically, this involves an extensive online ‘banner’ advertisement and 

‘search engine’ campaign targeting popular social network websites and other 

popular websites.  

 

This is being supported with a new user friendly ADI website which will enable 

candidates download the full list of ADI permit holders. 
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Q. What else has the RSA done to help promote aware ness? 

 

A. The offence committed by a person who is not an ADI giving instruction after 

30 April 2009 is to give instruction for hire or reward. Policing this will present a 

challenge as it does in all countries where ADI’s are regulated. The RSA is 

working with the Gardai as well as other organisations to help in the 

enforcement process. The RSA has been in touch with the Gardai to brief them 

about the new rules and explaining details of the various offences. The RSA 

has contacted the Advertising Standards Authority of Ireland and we have 

advised that media should not carry any advertisements from instructors other 

than ADI’s. The RSA has also been in touch with the Irish Insurance Federation 

to ensue that Insurers are aware of the legal requirement for driving instructors 

to be registered as ADIs. 

 

 

Q. When are compulsory lessons likely to be introdu ced? 

 

A. The Road Safety Authority has two pieces of work under way that will inform 

our proposals on this issue.  A consultation document on Graduated Driver 

Licensing (GDL) was published in December 2008 and the period closed on 14 

March 2009.  We are currently reviewing the feedback.  Separately to this we 

have a review of the learning to drive process under way. The RSA will make 

recommendations to Government on compulsory lessons among other changes 

in the autumn- it’s a matter for Government to make a final decision on this. 

 

 

Q. When will I get my new ADI permit? 

 

A. New ADI Permits have been prepared and are being delivered this week.  All 

previous versions are being replaced with a new type which will incorporate the 
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new extended expiry date for those who had qualified prior to the 31st 

December 2008. 

 

 

Q. How can a person who wants to become an ADI get training? 

 

A. The RSA is presently approving ADI trainers to deliver training to any person 

who wants to become an ADI. A person who has passed Stage 1 and Stage 2 

of the ADI examination process may apply for a trainee permit providing s/he 

completes at least 20 hours of training under certain topics - with an approved 

driving Instructor, who also agrees to act as a ‘Sponsor’ for the trainee.  Forms 

and information are available from the ADI unit. 

 

 

Q. Will the RSA ‘cap’ the number of ADI’s to preven t too many entrants 

into the industry? 

 

A. No, the RSA do not plan to restrict the numbers. 

 

 

Q. Will the RSA set a minimum price for driving les sons? 

 

A. No,  the RSA have no intention of restricting an instructors right to determine 

the price being charged. 

 

 

Q. How will the RSA give a voice to ADI’s? 

 

A. Yes. The RSA will soon start the process of setting up the Stakeholders 

Forum which its hoped will become a representative body for driving instructors 
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and will work with the RSA to develop the industry for the benefit of driving 

instructors and to improve road safety. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


