Frequently Asked Questions

Q.Where do | apply for a license?
A. You apply to the Motor Taxation Office of your local County Council or City Council. A list of the Motor
Taxation Offices along with addresses and telephone numbers is included on this website.

Q. Is the Form D.201, Application for Issue or Renewal of a Learner Permit, available on this website?
A. |l regret the form is not available to download as it contains a sticky label. The form may be obtained
at the Motor Tax Office or Garda Station. You may also request that the form be posted to you on
WWW.0asis.gov.ie

Q. Is the Form D.800, Application for issue of Duplicate Driving License or Learner permit, available on
this website?

A. |l regret the form is not available to download as it contains a sticky label. The form may be obtained
at the Motor Tax Office or Garda Station. You may also request that the form be posted to you on
WWW.0asis.gov.ie

Q. Is the Form D.401, Application for Issue or Renewal of a Driving License, available on this website?
A. | regret the form is not available to download as it contains a stick label. The form may be obtained at
the Motor Tax Office or Garda Station. You may also request that the form be posted to you on
WWW.0asis.gov.ie

Q. What do | need to do to renew my Full Driving License?

A. You will need to fill out the D401 form - Full License renewal form. This can be obtained from your
local Motor Tax office. You will also need two passport photos signed on the reverse by yourself, a fee
of €25 for a 10 year license, €15 for a 3 year license or €5 for a 1 year license.

Send all of the above to your local Motor Tax office along with your old license.

Q.How do | know which license category | need to drive my vehicle?
A. A list of the license categories and the vehicles to which they apply are set out on this website.

Q.How long may my full license have expired before | would have to resit the driving test?
A. Ten years.

Q. I changed my name on marriage. What should | do to amend my license?

A. You should complete an application form (D.401 Full license or D.201 Learner permit) and forward it
to the Motor Taxation Office with your original Marriage Cert. and two passport-type photographs
(signed on back). No fee will apply (if license is still current).

Q. Please explain the category A (motorcycle) restriction?

A. Anyone granted a first learner permit in category A on or after December 17, 1999 is restricted to
driving motorcycles with an engine power output not exceeding 25kw or a power/weight ratio not
exceeding 0.16kw/kg. This restriction applies for the duration of all learner permits and for two years
after taking out a full license (not two years from date of test).

Q. How do | know if my motorcycle falls within the restriction limits?
A. Manufactures and suppliers will advise on the power outputs of individual motorcycles.
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Q. I have a 1000cc motorcycle. May I drive this with a restricted license?
A. Yes but only if a restrictor kit is fitted. Restrictor kits may be fitted to motorcycles exceeding the
restriction limits to make them compliant for the duration of the restriction.

Q. | have a provisional category A license since October, 1999. Does the restriction apply to me?
A. No, provided you do not allow your learner permit to lapse for more than five years.

Q. I want to apply for my first learner permit category B license. | have not applied for any license
previously. What should | do?

A. First of all you will have to sit and pass the Driver Theory Test.

Secondly; you must have an eyesight report completed by an Optician or your Doctor. You may then
apply to your Motor Taxation Office enclosing your Birth Cert. or Passport or Certificate of Registration,
Driver Theory Test Cert., Eyesight Report, two passport-type photographs (signed on back), a completed
application form D201 and a fee of €15.

Q. | am applying for my first learner permit in category A. | hold a full license in category B. Can|
apply for my test in category A once | get my first learner permit?

A: No. Persons who are granted a learner permit for vehicles in category A, A1, M, W, B or EB and have
not previously held a learner permit in the five year period prior to the granting of such a permit in any
of these categories may not apply for a driving test within the period of 6 months from the day the
permit comes into force,

Q. | hold a second learner permit in category B. Can | drive unaccompanied?

A. No. After June 30th, 2008 all Learner permit holders in respect of the categories B, EB, C1, C, D1, D,
EC, EC1, ED & ED1 must be accompanied at all times by a person who holds a full driving license in the
category for a continuous period of two years.

Q: I hold a provisional license which is due to expire soon, | will be renewing it on expiry; will

the learner permit | receive be considered a first time learner permit?

A: No, as you already held a provisional license you are not considered to be a first time learner permit
holder.

Q: | have a category A Provisional that expired more than five years ago. Does the restriction apply to
me?

A. Yes it does. Where a provisional or a learner permit has expired for more than five years the next
learner permit issued in that category is considered a first learner permit and the restriction must be
applied.

Q. When | am granted my full license and the two year restriction period has passed may I drive any
size motorcycle | wish?
A. Yes.

Q.l have a full B (car) license. Does this entitle me to drive a motorcycle?

A. The holder of a category B license granted prior to 21 October, 2006 is entitled to drive a moped up to
50cc with a maximum design speed of 45 km/hour. All category B licenses granted, for the first time, on
or after 21 October, 2006 do not hold this entitlement. Such license holders wishing to drive a category
M vehicle would have to obtain a learner permit in category M and successfully undergo the practical



driving test in order to obtain a full license in this category.

Q. | have a learner permit A license. May | carry a passenger?
A. Learner permit holders in Categories A, A1 or M are not permitted to carry passengers.

Q. I hold a full B driving license and also hold a learner permit in category C. Can | drive
unaccompanied on my learner permit C license as | hold a full B license?

A. No. You must be accompanied at all times on a learner permit by a qualified driver who holds a full
license in the category for a continuous period of 2 years.

Q. | have a learner permit B license. May | tow a trailer?
A. No. Learner permit holders in categories B, C1, C, D1 or D may not tow a trailer.

Q. May | tow a trailer on my full B license?

A. Yes, provided

(1) the design gross vehicle weight of the trailer does not exceed the unladen weight of the drawing
vehicle and the combination does not exceed 3500kg or

(2) the design gross vehicle weight of the trailer does not exceed 750kg

If you wish to tow a heavier trailer you will have to apply for a category EB license.

Q. I have held two learner permits. How do | qualify for a third?

A. Any application for a third or subsequent learner permit must be accompanied by either of the
following:-

(a)evidence of having undergone a driving test in the vehicle category in question in the two year period
prior to the application.

(In this case a two year learner permit will be granted)

(b) Evidence of having applied for a driving test in respect of the vehicle category in question.

(In this case a one year learner permit will be granted).

Q. How do | book a driver theory test?
A. You may book a driver theory test by contacting the Driver Theory Testing Service at the following Lo-
call numbers: -

1890 606 106 English language
1890 606 806 Irish language
1890 616 216 Text Phone

or by post to: -
PO Box 144,
Drogheda,

Co. Louth.

Application forms are available from the Testing Service at the above telephone numbers or from your
local Motor Taxation Office.

Q. | hold a full B license and want to apply for a first learner permit motorcycle license do | have to sit



the driver theory test?

A. Yes, unless you already submitted a theory test certificate that entitles you to apply for a learner
permit in categories A, Al or M. Your Motor Taxation Office will advise you further.

From 21 October 2006 there will be four categories of Driver Theory Test as set out in column 1 below
and will entitle persons to apply for first learner permits in the license categories set out in Column 2
opposite as follows:

COLUMN 1 COLUMN 2
Theory Test Certificate Category |License Category

AM A A1, M
BW B, EB
C C1,EC], C EC

D1,ED], D, ED

Q. I hold a full category C license. | want to apply for a first learner permit in category EC. Do | have to
sit the Driver Theory Test?

A. Yes, unless you already submitted a theory test certificate when applying for your category C learner
permit.

Q. | did my theory test in the UK, but, did not apply for my license is my theory test certificate
acceptable in Ireland?

A. No. In order to obtain a first learner permit in Ireland you must present an Irish theory test
certificate.

Q. May | apply for a full license in Ireland on a UK Certificate of Competency?
A. No. There is only mutual recognition of full licenses within the EU, not Certificates of Competency.

Q. I hold a full UK license and | am now resident in Ireland. Do | have to exchange for an Irish license?
A. No. You may drive here on your UK license for the duration of its validity. However, you may apply for
exchange, if you wish.

Q. I hold a full German license. | want to exchange it for a full Irish license. What should | do?
A. If you have taken up residence here you may apply to the Motor Taxation Office of your local County
Council or City Council for exchange to an equivalent Irish license.

Q. Please list the countries whose driving licenses are recognised for exchange.

A.EU Countries: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, Gibraltar, Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, Czech
Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Slovenia, Slovakia, Cyprus and Malta.

EEA Countries: Norway, Liechtenstein, Iceland

Designated Countries: Australia, Japan, South Africa, South Korea and Switzerland, Isle of Man, Jersey



and Guernsey.

Q. May | drive here on a full license from an unrecognised country?
A. Yes, you may drive here, as a visitor, on a national full license for up to 12 months after entering the
country.

Q. | have lost my expired license, what should | do?

A. Your old license should accompany your application for renewal. If you have lost it you must complete
a lost license declaration (D8A) at your local Garda Station and forward it with your application for
renewal to your Motor Taxation Office.

Q. I have lost my license, it is still in date, what should | do?

A. You may apply for a duplicate license. Complete a duplicate license application (Form D800) at your
local Garda Station and forward to the Motor Taxation Office with two passport-type photographs
(signed on the back) and a fee of €5.

Q. I drive 10 children to school. Does my category B license suffice?

A. A category B license only entitles you to drive a vehicle with passenger accommodation for up to 8
passengers. A D1 license entitles you to drive a vehicle with passenger accommodation for up to 16
passengers.

Q. Do | need a medical report to renew my category C1 license?
A. Yes. A medical report is required to renew categories C1, EC1, C, EC, D1, ED1, D and ED. Further
details regarding health and fitness requirements may be viewed on this website.



